Interictal discourse production in temporal lobe epilepsy.
Discourse production was investigated in 16 patients with left-temporal-lobe epilepsy (LTLE) and 17 neurologically normal relatives. Narrative was elicited with the Joanette and Goulet (1989) eight frame "Cowboy" cartoon on three immediately consecutive occasions. Variables of interest were fluency (words/s), speaking time, and word count. While controls produced increasingly concise forms of the story over repetitions, the TLE group became more verbose. Fluency did not not differentiate the groups. These findings suggest that LTLE is associated with macrolinguistic disturbances. The role of capacity limitations and motivational factors in TLE discourse production is discussed.